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Air Cargo 2026: Resilient growth amidst trade headwinds  

IATA : 

⚫ Air cargo projected to grow 2.6% in 2026, driven by : 

⚫ AI investment 

⚫ demand for high-value goods 

⚫ e-commerce expansion 

• The Asia-Pacific region is expected to lead global traffic growth in 2026 
 
• Ongoing trade tensions remain a challenge next year 

 

Reference links : 

IATA Global Outlook for Air Transport Trade, AI, and the energy transition (Dec 2025) 

https://asianaviation.com/wp-content/uploads/IATA-Global-Outlook.pdf 
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