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Global trade poised for a record-breaking 2025,
whilst headwinds are looming

Global trade is projected to grow 7% in 2025 reaching $35
trillion, adding $2.2 trillion to set a new record.

Growth 1s led by manufacturing, especially electronics, and
driven by East Asia, Africa, and South-South trade, while
energy and automotive sectors lag.

Key headwinds include persistently high trade imbalances and
geopolitical shifts accelerating friendshoring and nearshoring.

Global trade growth remains strong in 2025, but
slowed in 3rd and 4th quarters

Trade value in goods and services: trailing four quarters and quarterly
growth
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Source: UNCTADstat; UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD) estimates based on national statistics.

Note: Trailing four quarters (T4Q) growth measures the change in a variable over the last four quarters (Q1
2025 to Q4 2025) compared to the previous four quarters (Q1 2024 to Q4 2024). Quarterly growth (QoQ)) is
the quarter-over-quarter growlth rate of seasonally adjusted values. Figures for Q3 2025 are preliminary. Q4
2025 is a nowcast as of 2 December 2025.

Reference link :
UNCTAD : Global trade to hit record $35 trillion despite slowing momentum
https://unctad.org/news/global-trade-hit-record-35-trillion-despite-slowing-momentum
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